Veterans Stand Down
Saturday May 4, 2019
10 pm to 2 pm
The Salvation Army - Springfield, IL
Clear Lake Corps & Community Center
What is the history of Stand Down?

The concept of Stand Down, as related specifically to the homeless veteran crisis, was the brainchild of two
Vietnam Veterans, Robert Van Keuren and Dr. Jon Nachison, with the support of Vietnam Veterans of San
Diego. The first Stand Down was held in San Diego during the summer of 1988. The popularity of the event
has steadily grown from the original in 1988 to 190 throughout the nation each year. It is estimated that in
2009 alone more than 42,000 homeless veterans received assistance at Stand Downs.
Why this unique approach?
Many homeless veterans have suffered years of chronic or recurring readjustment issues since ending their
military service, issues often inadequately addressed by traditional services to assist veterans. This is due
in part to a lack of structured and effective collaboration among agencies, forcing veterans to go from one
agency to another in efforts to access the various resources they need.
This lack of efficient support from traditional veteran services has led to homeless veterans’ mistrust of the
very government agencies and large institutions created to help them. A Stand Down brings together
various agencies and service providers to provide a comprehensive system that encourages and assists
homeless veterans to overcome their distrust and feelings of isolation with the knowledge that this event
promises to address multiple problems at one time and place. It provides a safe environment in which they
can connect with people who have shared experiences and cultivate hope that they can rebuild their lives.
What happens at a Stand Down?
Homeless veterans are provided with a broad range of necessities including food, clothing, medical, legal
and mental health assistance, job counseling and referral, and most importantly, companionship and
camaraderie. It is a time for the community to connect with the homeless veteran population and address
this crisis that affects each and every town, city and state in this country. The hand up — not a handout —
philosophy of Stand Down is carried out through the work of hundreds of volunteers and organizations
throughout the nation.

Please Contact Archie Ford at 217-493-6386 or Email: archie_ford@usc.salvationarmy.org.

